discussed can be broadly applied. A nice, succinct explanation of ventilation modes, their indications and pros/cons is given but the discussion of noninvasive ventilatory techniques is perfunctory. Current ACLS guidelines are discussed in this section with supporting evidence well referenced. Disappointingly, the guidelines are not readily obvious on glancing through the handbook but are at least well referenced in the index and table of contents. Appendices include a basic drug formulary and rudimentary antibiotic table.
The handbook is written, reviewed and updated regularly by the residents, fellows and anaesthetists at the Massachusetts General Hospital and is intended as a guide, reflecting the current clinical practices at their hospital. As a result there are foreseeable deviations from some guidelines, units of measure, pharmacological agents and formulations familiar to Australasian readers. This is common in most journals and textbooks and should not detract from the handbook's value.
The eighth edition of the This airway management textbook, now in its fourth edition, was first published in 1988. It was originally aimed at the medical student audience, but the scope long ago expanded to a much wider readership, including intensivists and emergency physicians as well as anaesthetists.
This edition has been expanded to include sections on equipment innovations and the often ignored area of extubation strategies, as well as a major update of the paediatric airway section by a new author (Ban Tsui).
The text is very readable, well illustrated and organised, covering the basics of the subject while providing the detailed, referenced information required by the experienced clinician. The expanded text of 15 chapters follows a logical sequence of anatomy, airway evaluation, basic management and equipment, supraglottic devices, advanced airway devices, intubation, the difficult airway, paediatric airways, surgical airways, ventilation, extubation and complications of airway management. These chapters are well complemented by multiple drawings, photographs, boxed summaries and flow diagrams that assist understanding of the subject. Although the chapters were divided amongst the three authors, the style remains consistent throughout the book.
I have three favourite sections. The chapter on laryngeal mask airways and other supraglottic devices is extensive and provides a great update for those who are increasingly confused about the names, appearance and attributes of this vast array of gadgets. The very helpful comparative table runs for eight pages. I also like the paediatric airway chapter, particularly the wonderful summary of the functional anatomy of the infant airway. The surgical airway chapter is also a useful review of the various techniques of the airway of last resort, but also contains a section on retrograde techniques which would have probably been better placed in another section.
The text has a North American flavour but translates reasonably into Australasian practice. The authors do, however, suggest resort to the fibreoptic scope more frequently than would be seen in local anaesthetic practice. There was less discussion of the limitations of this technique than I would have expected, and little attention was paid to those situations where it is best not to attempt an awake fibreoptic intubation.
In summary, I generally liked this book. It is comprehensive, easy to read, and accomplishes its objective of appealing to a wide audience in a useful way. It is also reasonably priced and should prove a popular acquisition for junior and senior doctors across a range of specialties concerned with airway management. Most would not feel the need to buy a more comprehensive airway text.
C This book provides a valuable resource covering numerous procedures that are related to anaesthesia and critical care. It provides more information on a wider range of procedures than is provided in the Oxford Handbook of Clinical Examination and Practical Skills.
It is well laid out with many excellent illustrations. Sections are presented in a consistent style that is easy to read, each one including indications, contraindications, complications, equipment, sites, and technique. Tips from the authors are also included and these provide a wealth of useful information.
Addition of the anatomy relevant to each procedure would be a useful addition, particularly as this knowledge is a regular topic in the College of Intensive Care Medicine examination.
Some illustrations, particularly X-rays, are poorly reproduced so that they do not illustrate what is intended. Also it would be better if the illustrations of older red-rubber endotracheal tubes were replaced by illustrations of tubes in current use.
Obviously, as this book is UK based, it presents UK algorithms such as those of the Resuscitation Council (UK). Australian readers will need to refer to local algorithms. This book will be useful for trainees and would be an appropriate addition to a departmental library.
C As with their earlier text, Understanding Anesthesia Equipment, the authors have again written a guide which fits between the larger, more comprehensive text books available.
The book is divided into five sections: Gas Supply and Distribution Systems, Anesthesia Machines and Breathing Systems, Airway Equipment, Monitoring Devices and Equipment Related to Environmental Situations.
Ultrasound-guided nerve and vessel location is a technology which is becoming more prevalent in everyday use and this is well covered in the text.
Airway equipment and devices are also extensively covered. With such a large range of devices now available, a major concern is the frequency of their use in emergency situations -can they easily be used and can the operator remember how to use them? This chapter gives a good insight into what is available and the pitfalls of each such device.
Slightly disappointing is the chapter on monitoring devices which gives only information on basic monitoring and not on the emerging new technologies now in everyday use such as Bispectral Index/ Entropy, non-invasive cardiac output devices etc.
Overall, this is an excellent reference text for Part I candidates and a refresher for Part II candidates. With relevant tables and illustrations throughout, this text fits well into a range of 'practical approach' reference guides covering transesophageal echocardiography, cardiac, paediatric and regional anaesthesia. The clinical notes throughout the text are a new innovation to learning and provide concise summary snapshots of the problems and pitfalls of the devices concerned.
A concise, portable text; this book would be a welcome addition to anaesthesia department libraries. This 332-page compendium of 98 interesting case studies and topic discussions comprehensively covers a wide range of neuroanaesthesia, neurosurgical and neuro-ICU problems. There are more than 110 chapter authors drawn from the Cleveland Clinic or University of Michigan, and they bring wide experience and knowledge to the cases. The topics range from preoperative preparation of specific cases through intra-operative techniques and complications to ICU issues and end-of-life care. In the process, most imaginable surgical cases are covered, too many to mention in a short review.
Each short chapter has a case which is presented as a problem-based learning exercise. Most cases would be acutely relevant and familiar to experienced clinicians, but some are rare and unusual and these provide excellent material for discussion. After working in the area for more than 20 years, I still found several very useful cases and reviews of issues of which I was not previously aware.
Illustrations are numerous and references for each case are recent and helpful.
As pointed out in the preface, the problem-based learning approach is unique in this field and so I
